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§500.9 Units of weight or mass, how
expressed.

(a) The term net weight or net mass
may be used in stating the net quan-
tity of contents in terms of weight or
mass. However, where the term ‘“‘net
weight” or ‘“net mass”’ is not used, the
quantity of contents shall always dis-
close the net quantity of contents. For
example: ““453 g (1 Ib)”” or “Net Wt 1 Ib
(453 g)’ or ‘““Net Mass 453 g (1 Ib)".

(b) With the exception of random
packages, the statement of net quan-
tity of contents in terms of avoirdupois
weight shall be expressed as follows:

(1) If less than 1 pound, in terms of
ounces. (Examples: ‘““Net Weight 12 oz.
(340 g)’ or ““Net Mass 340 g (12 0z)™’.)

(2) If at least 1 pound but less than 4
pounds, in whole pounds, with any re-
mainder in ounces or common or dec-
imal fractions of the pound, except
that it shall be optional to include an
immediately adjacent additional ex-
pression of net quantity in terms of
ounces.

(Examples: ““Net Wt. 1 Ib. 8 oz. (680 g)” or
“Net Wt. 1.5 1b./24 oz. (680 g)”’ or ‘24 oz. (1%
Ib.) 680 g’".)

(3) If 4 pounds or more, in terms of
whole pounds, with any remainder in
terms of ounces or common or decimal
fractions of the pound, except that it
shall be optional to include an imme-
diately adjacent additional expression
of net quantity in terms of ounces. (Ex-
amples: ‘“Net Weight 5 pounds 4 ounces
(2.38 kg)’” or ““Net Mass 2.38 kg (5 lbs 4
0z)” or ‘““Net Wt. 5% Ibs. (2.38 kg)”’ or
“Net Mass 2.38 kg (5¥%4 Ibs.)”” or ““Net
Wt. 5.25 Ibs. (2.38 kg) or ““Net Mass 2.38
kg (5.25 Ibs)™’.)

(c) If the net quantity of contents
declaration appears on a random pack-
age it may, when the net weight ex-
ceeds 1 pound, be expressed in terms of
pounds and decimal fractions of the
pound carried out to not more than
three decimal places. When the net
weight does not exceed 1 pound, the
declaration on the random package
may be in terms of decimal fractions of
the pound in lieu of ounces. (Examples:
“Net Wt. 0.75 Ib.”” and ““Net Weight 1.05
pounds.””) Such decimal declaration
shall be exempt from the type size and
placement requirements of section 4(a)
of the Act if the accurate statement of
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net weight is presented prominently
and conspicuously on the principal dis-
play panel of the package. The net
quantity of contents declaration on a
random package is not required to, but
may include a statement in terms of
the SI metric system carried out to not
more than 3 decimal places.

(d) It is sufficient to distinguish av-
oirdupois ounce from fluid ounce
through association of terms. (Exam-
ples: ““Net Wt. 6 0z.”” vs. ‘6 fl. 0z.”” or
““Net Contents 6 fl. 0z.””

§500.10 Units of fluid measure, how
expressed.

(a) Use of the terms ‘“‘net” or ‘“‘net
contents” is optional.

(b) Declaration of net quantity of
contents in terms of fluid measure
shall be identified as such in each in-
stance and the statement of U.S. gallon
of 231 cubic inches and quart, pint, and
fluid ounce subdivisions thereof shall
be expressed as follows:

(1) If less than 1 pint, in terms of
fluid ounces. (Example: ‘““Net Contents
8 fl. 0z. (236 mL)”’ or ‘““Net Contents 236
mL (8 fl. 0z.)”.)

(2) If at least 1 pint but less than 1
gallon, in terms of the largest whole
unit (quarts, quarts and pints or pints,
as appropriate), with any remainder in
terms of fluid ounces or common or
decimal fractions of the pint or quart,
except that it shall be optional to in-
clude an immediately adjacent addi-
tional expression of net quantity in
terms of fluid ounces. (Examples: ““1 gt.
(946 mL)”’ or ‘“Net contents 1 qt. 1 pt. 8
0z./56 fl. oz. (1.65 L)’’, but not in terms
of quart and ounce such as ‘‘1 quart 24
ounces (1.65 L))

(3) If 1 gallon or more, in terms of the
largest whole unit (gallons followed by
common or decimal fractions of a gal-
lon or by the next smaller whole unit
or units viz, quarts and pints) with any
remainder in terms of fluid ounces or
common or decimal fractions of the
pint or quart, except that it shall be
optional to include an immediately ad-
jacent additional expression of net
quantity in terms of fluid ounces.

(Examples: ““Net contents 2% gal. (9.46 L),
“Contents 2.5 gal. (9.46 L), or ‘““Net contents
2 gallons 2 quarts (9.46 L)’ but not as ‘2 gal-
lons 4 pints (9.46 L))
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